A VERNACULARISMS CONFESSION OF  FAITH
things required. English is wanted; possibly other languages
are wanted; and in the days to come we shall have to get in
touch with the rest of the world. Though today you may
require more English there is room in the country for all the
languages of the world. But when the languages come let
them be additions to our languages and not become sub-
stitutes, masters trying to drive the indigenous languages out.
The day before yesterday, returning to my camp, I walked
into a wrong tent. I saw a gentleman there who was the
rightful occupant. Imagining that the tent was mine and
that he was the servant I asked "Kya hai?" (I do not know
much Hindi) and that poor gentleman, he was very courteous,
looked at me. He showed that I had made a mistake. I
then looked at the tent, looked around and saw that my coat
was not there and my other things were not there and I dis-
covered that I was in the wrong tent and then I said " I am
sorry " and came out. Now what English has done is to
walk into the tent of the vernaculars of this country. It has
made the mistake in very good faith. But it has walked into
the wrong tent and we courteous people are looking at it and
trying to indicate : " This place is not yours ; you have no
place here; in any case if you stay here you cannot get your
clothing and other things." And I think English will do well
to realise that the tent belongs to the languages of the country
and then stay as a welcome stranger, as a welcome friend,
I say a welcome brother, and not try to become master and
drive out these languages from their own tent.
Just one word more. We have the symphony of India
to build and we have to build it for the world and not for
India only and all these languages must be at their very best,
at their most correct, most effective and most beautiful, in
order to make that symphony perfect and effective in God's
world and creation. Each note has to be the most perfect
that it can be. Every note has its place in a symphony. As
in the matching of colours of a morning or evening, as in any
bit of beautiful creation in God's world elsewhere, there is a
series of beautiful things all pat together, made into one
whole. Our languages have to make, in the course of the few
years to come if possible, the few centuries to come if neces-
sary, but they have to make that QW harmonious whole, the